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Prior to any mention of the persons composing the
Glendinning family, who are to be the subjects of this
sketch, we must refer to others with whom they were con-
nected by marriage.

The first of these, of whom we can speak with certainty,
was John Watt, a substantial farmer, who occupied the
town land of Brackagh as a farm prior to and during the
siege of Derry. He had a wife and two sons, but must
have died while still a young man, as his wife afterwards
married Capt. William Beatty, formerly of Derry, to whom
she bore one son. How long Capt. Beatty lived after his
marriage we cannot state but we know that his widow mar-
ried as her third husband, William Glendinning, who
claimed lineage from a family of that name quite prominent
in Scottish history.

His ancestors came to Ulster when the effort was being
made to colonize that province with English and Scoteh,
in the reign of James the first, about the year 1610. In
what county tke Glendinning family first settled after
reaching Ireland we are unable to state, but we know that
the William above mentioned came to Brackagh, from
Siskenore in County Tyrone, a rural township somewhat
south of Omagh. Being a prominent man and well to do
he married the widow of Capt. Beatty, formerly of Derry,
who bore him one son. Here even tradition fails utterly



as to the early life of this child, except to indicate that he
was named Alexander, but failing,as usual, to give any dates.

Sometime in the next generation, mention is made of
two brothers, evidently sons of Alexander, named respec-
tively Robert and William, Robert remained single, while
William was twice married. His first wife bore him two
children, a son and a daughter. The son undoubtedly be-
came the father of the Anahavel family of Glendinnings,
and a son of his, father of the Ballyneal family a genera-
tion later.

The daughter, who late in life was known as Aunt
“Polly” Crooks, lived long and left many descendents.
William’s second wife bore him one son, born in Brackagh
in 1768, in the house built by the son of Capt. Beatty,
which was the Glendinning family residence almost 150
years. Following an old family custom this son also was
named William. We have no record of this boy’s school
days, but judging by the orderly manner in which he con-
ducted large transactions through life, we conclude that his
business education must have been fair, at least. He gave
early indication of his religious preferences by joining the
First Cookstown Presbyterian Church, of which he con-
tinued a devoted member through a long life, and in which
he was named, for many years, “as ruling Elder.”

In 1789 he married Mary Bell, of Dunmore, an adjoin-
ing town, in whom he found that good wife “whose price is
far above rubies” and “in whom the heart of her husband
safely trusted all the days of her life.”

Her husband has often stated that to her wise econo-
mies and advice he owed much of his suceess in life, and of
the two occasions in which he acted contrary to her advice,
the facts soon justified her judgment. Though he was
gifted with good executive ability and great energy, Mary
Bell was eminently worthy of such a husband. She had a



sound, practical judgment, even in business matters, and the
most designing knave could seldom hide his motives from
her penetration, As a Christian wife and mother she was
unexcelled and the earnest devotion of both husband and
children was hers through life.

They raised to maturity three sons and six daughters.
The sons, William Bell, James and Robert ; the daughters,
Margaret, Elizabeth, Mary, Jane, Nancy and Martha, To
the devoted and prayerful efforts of these parents for the
conversion of their children, but especially to those of their
excellent mother, may be ascribed, through Grace, the fact
that nearly all became Christians early in life, and that
theirs became a God-fearing household.

To trace, step by step, how this husband and father
came to be honored by the Church for his earnest piety,
and by the community for his business integrity and manly
character, would be to write the history of a long and use-
ful life.

Desiring to live at peace with all his neighbors, he re-
solved that he would never join any political party, but
during the Rebellion of 1798, in Ireland, it was hard to
adhere to his resolution, as he was denounced and even
threatened by both parties, but he stood firm and was not
molested. Soon men of both parties concluded that his
house was the safest depository for their money and other
valuables, as he was under double protection, so that
men who were bitter enemies of each other always met
peacefully in “Billy Glendinning’s Bank,” as they termed
it, and regarded their means in his hands safe as in the
Bank of England.

Whatever were William’s secular duties, even déwn to
old age, the Church received his earnest deyotion and that
he retained its confidence, the following incident will show :

At the old Elder’s suggestion, the Cookstowp brethren



decided to build a meeting-house in the next town to his
home, with which decision he was greatly pleased. Al-
though seventy-five years old, and nearly blind, with the
aid of a daughter-in-law, he attended every meeting of the
Committee, we think, but in the hearing of Candidates for
Pastor his interest mainly centered. When the time came
to choose a pastor the Committee had decided that voting
should be by ballot, which the Elder regarded as a scheme
to hide individual action and rather unmanly. A hat was
being used to collect the ballots when his attendant whis-
pered to him, “Father, they are bringing around the hat,
shall T prepare your vote?” Instantly the tall, gray-haired
old man, sprang to his feet, and said in a clear, strong voice,
“l want no hat to hide my opinion. T don't care who
knows it, I'm for McCaw.” There was no doubt of the
election of McCaw aiter that, while before it had been more
than doubtful.

Henry McCaw was then a young man, very modest
and unassuming, but devoutly pious with a burning desire
for the conversion of souls, and his future ministry proved
that the Elder, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, had
measured him correctly.

Rev. Henry McCaw.

Though Claggin was Mr. McCaw's first pastorate yet
its call did not find him “idly waiting,” for just as soon as
licensed he eagerly sought every opportunity to preach
Christ, which he did in school-house, farm-house or barn,
even, and supplied vacant pulpits often with small remuner-
ation, until, owing to his seal and courage, he was sent to
several cities in the South and West of Ireland, and while
engaged in such labors the call to Claggin found him.
Though the people were kind and warm-hearted, they were
few in number, so that the prospect was not inviting. The



site chosen was only two or three miles from the base of a
rough mountain range though happily South of it, with
much of the adjoining district thinly settled. Yet material
difficulties were not the worst just then for in that year
came the total failure of the potato crop with its resulting
famine, which almost depopulated many districts in [reland.
To show how universal was the failure we will state that
only three fair-sized, sound potatoes could be found in the
whole district to grace Mr. McCaw’s ordination dinner.
Surely the faith and courage of this young Congregation
and its Pastor must have been sorely tried, but in the
Providence of God the people in that district were far from
being as poor as in many others. They were true to their
Pastor and to each other and he, having some money of
his own, which he used freely, the storm was safely
weathered.

Space forbids the mention even of the labors of this
truly heroic man during his long and successful pastorate,

The meeting-house was rebuilt and enlarged, buildings
furnished for Sunday and day-school, a suitable manse
erected, and a.cemetery laid out and adorned. But above
all in importance, the church became one of the strong ones
in the Cookstown branch of the Tyrone Presbytery, so
that the people might well exclaim, “What hath God
wrought !

Mr. McCaw resigned after forty-one years of a most
successful pastorate, aided and assisted most of the time by
a devoted wife who shared faithfully in all his labors for
the upbuilding of the church, to which end she used her
means as well as her prayerful efforts. -

We are happy to state that she yet lives and continues
her loving interest in the church and its well-being.

He died December 20, 1891, aged 73 years.

»



William Bell Glendinning.

The eldest son in the Elder’s family, born March, 18071,
was named William Bell. During boyhood he received
the rudiments of a good, common school education, and
under the prayerful guidance of his excellent mother, his
moral training was of a high order. The fact that he had
several sisters as companions, while appreaching young
manhood, no doubt helped to give a healthy, moral tone
to his character. We have heard several relatives declare
it as their belief that William never deliberately uttered an
immoral word or did an immoral act in his life. No doubt
his mother’s prayers for this, her eldest son, were heard and
answered. Under such influences and, with so little
tendency to moral depravity, it will not be thought strange
that he became a Christian quite early. As a young man
he was social and agreeable, causing him to be much sought
as companion and friend, and down to the verge of old age
these characteristics remained unchanged. He had from
boyhood been a thoughtful student of the Bible and well
instructed in evangelical doctrine. There came a time,
however, when in his section much interest was excited on
the subject of Religious Ordinances, especially that of
baptism. Tt will not be regarded as strange that there
were several who thought a fair degree of intimacy with
the St. James translation, aided by a concordance, all the
equipment required for a critical examination of such sub-
jects, and among them we are sorry to rank William B.
Glendinning. He had been gifted with a fair degree of
natural ability which, had it been cultivated early in life,
would probably have rendered him as capable of treating
the ordinary religious subjects as most uneducated men, but
to expect to awaken faculties, long practically dormant, by
a spasmodic effort at 70 years of age and in failing health,
might have discouraged a stronger man. He pursued the



































































































